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Evers, GOP at odds over ventilators 


10K ordered after Legislature says he has authority 


Molly Beck and Patrick Marley 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


MADISON - Gov. Tony Evers’ admini- 
stration is purchasing 10,000 ventila- 
tors and1 million protective masks after 
clashing with Republican lawmakers 
over whether the governor had the pow- 
er to make the purchases. 

Evers gave legislative leaders a bill a 
week ago that called for spending more 
than $700 million to help care for thou- 
sands of sick and jobless people, and on 


Friday his administration warned that 
delaying the legislation could have “cat- 
astrophic consequences” for Wisconsin 
as coronavirus spreads. 

But top Republicans said Saturday 
that Evers was the one holding back the 
state’s response and that he should 
have already used authority he has to 
buy the lifesaving equipment. They said 
they were working on their own propos- 
al. 

Much of the money under Evers’ plan 
would give state agencies the power to 
buy ventilators, masks and other equip- 


ment, and to hire more staff to process 
an unprecedented number of unem- 
ployment claims and trace the contacts 
made by infected patients, the admini- 
stration said. 

“We cannot possibly overstate the 
severity of this situation, the impor- 
tance of flexibility to respond appropri- 
ately and expeditiously to COVID-19, 
and that any delay in action due to an 
inability to be nimble could have cata- 
strophic consequences for the people of 
our state,” Deputy Administration Sec- 
retary Chris Patton wrote in a Friday 
email to lawmakers urging them to act 
quickly. 


Patton also said the administration 
needed two pieces of legislation to be 
able to move forward with the state’s re- 
sponse, such as purchasing the new 
equipment. 

But the GOP leaders in a letter Satur- 
day — and in interviews with the Mil- 
waukee Journal Sentinel — said Evers 
already had the authority to make the 
purchases. 

The nonpartisan Legislative Fiscal 
Bureau agreed. 

“Again, we implore you. Please do not 
wait any longer to buy ventilators and 


See VENTILATORS, Page 11A 


Meredith Grob Polewski records a vi 


deo for her student 
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s in front of her house on Wednesday. Polewski is a 


K-4 teacher. She started recording lessons for her students this month when they were told they couldn’t go 
back to the classroom. ZHIHAN HUANG/MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL 


MPS TEACHERS 
STAY CONNECTED 


With videos, phone calls and food deliveries, 
lifeline for community and families keeps in touch 


Annysa Johnson Milwaukee Journal Sentinel | USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


wo kindergarten teachers at Milwaukee’s Neeskara Elementary School post 


daily videos on YouTube, leading their students through reading and counting 


lessons, and even breathing and yoga practices. I A crew of kitchen workers 


rises each morning to make the thousands of meals being distributed to chil- 


dren and families at 20 schools across the district. I Teachers are reaching out to fam- 


ilies in distressed neighborhoods, delivering food and supplies to those who need them. 


And at the central offices of the 


state’s largest school district, a corps of 
administrators and other staff prepare 
academic packets, oversee food sites, 
field calls from worried parents and en- 
sure workers are paid. 

Even in the best of times, Milwaukee 
Public Schools principals, teachers and 
staff are a lifeline for many of the 
75,000 students they serve, most of 
them low-income children of color. 

In addition to academics, schools are 
where many students are fed two meals 
a day, where they receive mental health 
services to counter the often daily trau- 
ma of their lives, where they have safe 
places to stay and play after school and 
where their families get connected to 
vital resources in their community. 

Now, in the midst of the coronavirus 
pandemic, which has closed schools in 
Wisconsin and across the country, 
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Monica Gahan, animal science pathway teacher at Vincent 


See TEACHERS, Page 10A 


High School, is taking care of animals at the school’s 
campus farm. MICHAEL SEARS/MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL 


Wisconsin 
virus cases 
soar, so does 
unemployment 


Jim Higgins and Ricardo Torres 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


The number of reported coronavirus 
cases topped the 1,000 mark Saturday, 
as the pandemic — and safer-at-home 
restrictions responding to it — permeat- 
ed deeper into daily activities, including 
civic life. 

Wisconsin authorities say more than 
half of Wisconsins 72 counties report 
confirmed cases as of Saturday, with a 
number of counties, including Iron, Ju- 
neau, Portage, Vilas and Waupaca, re- 
porting their first this week. The largest 
concentrations by far continue to be in 
Milwaukee and Dane counties; as of 
Saturday evening, Milwaukee County 
accounted for slightly more than half 
the state total. 

The Waupaca County Department of 
Health and Human Services reported 
that county’s first death from coronavi- 
rus on Saturday. No details about age, 
gender or possible underlying health 
conditions were released. 

That brings the statewide death total 
to 17, including nine deaths in Milwau- 
kee County, as of 7 p.m. Saturday. 

More than 15,000 people have tested 
negative for the virus. 

Perhaps the most concentrated gath- 
ering of people was in downtown Mil- 
waukee, but it wasn't in a building and 


See CORONAVIRUS, Page 9A 
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Helping hands, open 
hearts: How coronavirus 
is changing our daily lives 


One is helping customers financially; 
another is helping students 
emotionally. 


One is hoping her mother can rejoin 
the family; another is a bit 
overwhelmed having everyone at 
home. 


We are in strange, challenging times, 
and we’re all getting through them 
differently. 


The numbers, the data, the charts and 
maps and graphs — they’re all critical 
to understanding the impact of 
coronavirus. 


But we also wanted to share some of 
smaller stories of people simply 
getting by. Not big events. Not 

omigosh alerts. Just stories about 
how people are handling an 
impossible situation with grace and 
humanity. 


See STORIES, Page 13 - 15A 
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